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God offre and crafismen, punished by Zeus for his kindness

to humanity.

1 lthough Prometheus

. helped Zeus overthrow

, 
- 

.l'- his father Cronus, he

later rebelled against the king
of the gods because Zeus was

hostile toward people.

Prometheus was both a fire god
and a master of many skills.

According to one tradition, it
was he who made the first men

out of clay. He instructed them
in various arts, including
architecture, astronomy,

navigation, and medicine.
But Zeus, growing angry at

their increasing powers, wished
to destroy mankind. tW.hen

Prometheus tricked Zeus by
arranging with humans for the

god to receive only the poor
entrails of their sacrifice, not the
tasfy meat, Zeus was enraged

when he realized he had been

duped. In response,Zeus hid fire
from mankind to prevent them
from eating cooked meat, but
Prometheus then stole it back

and gave fire back to mankind.

fu a punishment for stealing the

ftre, Zeus swore a mofold
revenge. He ordered Hephaestus

to make a clay woman who

would plague mankind. Her
name was Pandora. Secondly,

Prometheus was chained to a
rock on Mount Caucasus and

each day an eagle calne to devour

his liver. Since he was immortal,
however, Prometheus' liver
regrew each night.

Prometheus, whose name

means "forethought," was able

to see into the future. He warned
his brother Epimetheus not to
marry Pandora, whose dowry
would eventually unleash evil
onto the world. And when
Prometheus forewarned Zeus

that Thetis' son Achilles was

destined to be his rival, Zeus

released him from bondage in
gratitude, ordering Heracles to
shoot the eagle and break the
god's binding chains.

Prometheus' son Deucalion
saved mankind from a flood
loosed on the world by Zeus, a

story which has its parallel in the
biblical story of Noah.

IN LITERATURE

The Greek dramatist Aeschylus

was the likely author of
Prometheus Bound, in which the

PYRRHA

protagonist is extolled as the

champion of man against the

new Olympian authoriry. The
play is part of a trilogy in which
Heracles frees Prometheus fiom
bondage. This theme was

developed by the English poet
Percy Bysshe Shelley in his lyrical
drama Prometheus Unbound
(1819). He portrayed
Prometheus as one whose

knowledge would bring an

enlightened realm of freedom
and love, instead of the

Olympian realiry of hatred

and oppression.

fu the suffering creator of
man and a free thinker,
Prometheus has appealed to
various writers. The early lathers

of the Christian Church found in
him a ready symbol of the

Passion of Christ. Lord Byron
identified with his spirit of
fighting for freedom, and Goethe

also stressed Prometheus'

sympathy with the suFfering of
mankind. Shelley's wife Mary
developed the theme in a gothic
horror fantasy in her novel

Frankenstein, or tbe Modern
Prometheusin 1819.

Pnotvtc'ruE,us BOUNn

Oil paining by Titian, showing

Prometheus being punislted by

bauing bis liuer pecked by an eagle.
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hereas Zeus had a

' ,t , . stern attitude to
! : people and harassed

them, Prometheus the Titan was

kind towards them and offered

what protection he could.

Hostiliry between the two gods

began after Prometheus had

created the first men on earth.

Their ennriry was compounded

when Prometheus returned to
men the gift of fire which Zeus

in his anger had taken away from
them. Zeus was so incensed at

Promerheus' action that he

decided to punish mankind by

creating Pandora, who would
plague the world with evils.

PANoonn's nox

Compelled to open the box the gods

had giuen her she let out all the euik

of thc world. Only hope rcmained.

Just as Eve was presented in the Bible as the source of evil in the world, so in

Hesiod's Theogony Pandora is her equivalent in Greek literature. Accordingly, Zeus

punished mankind by creating women, the first of whom was Pandora, married

to the gullible Epimetheus. Pandora's metaphorical box of strife bears some

similarities with Adam and Eve's fall from grace when they were punlshed with

everlasting toil and pain. lt is likely that Pandora, literally meaning "all gifts," was

originally a pre-Greek earth goddess.
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Zeus instructed the smith

god Hephaestus to make

Pandora out of clay. Athena
breathed life into her and

Aphrodite gave her beauty. She

was taught guile by the quick-
witted Hermes who also

arranged her marriage to
Prometheus' gullible brother

Epimetheus. Prometheus
(meaning "forethought") gave

Epithemeus (meaning
"afterthought") dire warnings to

avoid Pandora, but he ignored

them and married her;

furthermore, Epimetheus

accepted as her dowry a sealed iar
of divine gifts. Little did the
couple know that the jar

contained all the evils that could
beset the world. One version of
the myth says that Promedreus

knew the contents of the jar

because he had painstakingly
filled it with the world's woes:

sickness, labor, vice, madness,

old age. The only good thing in
it was hope, wl'rich lay at tl-re

bottom of the jar. One day,

against her husband's advice,

Pandora opened the jar out of
curiosiry and released evil into
thc world. Hence, the term
"Pandora's Box" has come to

mean a source of great strife.

According to another version

of the story the jar contained
everything that was good, and

when the lid was raised,

everything virtuous escaped.

Pandorat daughter Pyrrha

married Deucalion, the Greek

equivalent of the biblical
character Noah. When Zeus

determined to destroy mankind
because of its wickedness,

Deucalion and Pyrrha survivrid

the great flood he sent by
building a boat and stocking it
with food.
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THE ACES OF HUMANKIND

Prometheus, Friend of Humankind
Not all the classical creation myths identified Zeus as the creator
of humankind. One tradition maintained that Prometheus, a Titan,

created the human race and then remained its advocate in the face

of the supreme god's hostility.

During the war between the Titans and Olympians,
some of the Titans' children sided with Zeus and
his brothers. One of these was Prometheus, whose
name in Creek means "forethought" and who
was able to foresee that Zeus would be victorious.
To reward him for his faithful service, Zeus gave
him the task of creating life for the Earth. After
he had made the animals with Zeus's approval,
Prometheus sculpted clay figures, modelled on the
gods, which could stand upright. Pleased with his
work, he gave these figures life, but this time
without seeking Zeus's permission.

Because of this insult, Zeus never cared for
humans. Only Prometheus's intervention eased
their lives. For example, it was his guile that won
for them the better portion of the meat from
sacrificial animals. He hid the choice cuts of meat
under an animal's stomach, then wrapped the
bones and entrails in delicious-looking fat, before
inviting Zeus to choose the gods' portion. Zeus was
deceived, and the people had meat to eat. Ever

after human celebrants at sacrifices received the
tastiest parts of the animal (see page 43).

Then Prometheus stole fire from heaven and gave
it to his human creations. Zeus, outraged, ordered
that the thief should be tied to a rock for eternity.
Each day an eagle came and ate out his livel
which grew again the following night.

To punish humankind for Prometheus's gifts,
Zeus designed a beautiful but wicked novelty - a

woman, Pandora, who was as foolish as she was
alluring. Zeus sent her to Earth carrying a pot that
she was ordered never to open. The men,

Prometheus is shown bound to a tree rather than a rock in

this detail from a 6th-century oc bowl. His liver is being

plucked out by an eagle as Atlas, his brother, looks on.

enchanted by her charm, welcomed her among
them. But soon, stupidly, she opened the secret
vessel, as Zeus knew she would, and out of it flew
the miseries that afflict humanity, such as wat
famine and sin. Only hope, ever deceptive,
remained in the pot, a slight comfort.

Prometheus himself was released from his torture
after thirty thousand years. lt was said that he
possessed a secret so important that Zeus gave him
his freedom in exchange for the knowledge. This
secret was that Zeus could only be overthrown by a
child he fathered by the nymph Thetis, and with
this warning, Zeus was able to avoid the fate that
had befallen his father and his grandfather.

37



W PROM€TH<US AND MAN KIND
The Titan, Prometheus, was wise and
thoughtful. His name means
"forethought" which suited him well.
He took the side of Zeus in the war
against Cronos [page 8), and sowas not,
banished like the oihgrTitan$whutr ,, ,
theNewGods cametfi po**r. t :
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Prometheus is suBpo.sed to}rave created the
human race. Thi's fthow it'eame about:

The first people on Earth were'the Golden
Race (see page 8). They disappeared asthey
had no children and Zeus replaced themwith
the Silver Race. Unfortunately,.they started to
do ell sorts of evil things so Zeus imprisoned
them in Tartarus.

Zeus was discouraged by this failure, and
asked Prometheus to tr;r his hand at making a

race to live on Earth. The Titan had the idea of
making mortals that looked Iike the gods so '

that gods and humans could understand each
othei better. This was the Bronze Race.

,'
Thetfick ;' , ', ,

unappetizing stomach. He invited Zeus to
choose which bag he would like as his portion.
Naturally ,Zeus chose the one that looked
nicest, although it was full of bones. From that
ttme, thebones were always Zeus's share of a

.ft t .
sacrifice, leaving most of the meat for the
peopleto eat.

Zeus was furious when he discovered the
trick, though ti'e'could not alterhi$ehoicb. As
punishment, he refused to let humAn$have
fire, the gift he had intended for them, so they
shivered in the darkand ate iawmsxf. irsi:,ii,.. :.,,

Thegiftoffire :;"

Prometheus felt very sorry for mankind, and
with the aid of Athene, hii faithful pupiland
friend, he stole some fire from Zeus's palace
and showed people howto use it. Theycould
then cook, make metal tools to cultivate the
land andkeep warm andthis washow
civilization began.

When Zeus found out what Prometheus had
done, it was too late to take the fire away again
but he punished Prometheus horribly.

Prometheus's punishment
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PROI\AET}{EUS AND PAASDORA

This is the story of how the world began,as the ancient Greeks told it.

The first thing that existed, the oldest thing of all, was chaos. No one

can say what chaos looked like.It had no height, or width or depth, yet it
was everywhere. And out of chaos Mother Earth emerged. Her name was

Gaia.Gaia created the mountains, the plains, the rivers and the foaming

seas. Then she took a husband - Uranus, the starry sky - and poured forth
living creatures, the lion, the horse, the eagle and all the birds and beasts

we know today. But others that she made were strange and monstrous,

giants with a hundred arms or one eye in their forehead, and nymphs, the

female spirits of the woods and waters. Then Gaia bore the first rulers of
the earth, six sons and six daughters - the Titans.

The Titans were like their mother - strong and lawless. Cronus, their

ruler, ate his children as soon as they were born, for Gaiahad warned him

thatapowerful son would overthrow him. His precautions were useless,

for not even the gods can escape their fate. It was the destiny of the Titans

to be defeated by younger? noblergods. Cronus's wife Rhea outwitted her

hated husband. She hid her sixth child, a boy named Zeus, tn a cave, and

offered Cronus agteat stone swaddled like a baby to eat instead. Cronus

thrust the stone into his stomach, never dreaming that he hada son alive,

cared for by the nymphs and growing stronger by the day.

One day Rhea said to Cronus'I have got rid of that useless creature that

serves you at table. This is your new cupbearer.'The new attendant, who
looked tall and powerful, offered Cronus a honeyed drink. Cronusgulped

it down andatonce felt drowsy and rather ill. As he slid into irresistible

sleep, he realized, in a befuddled way, that he had been tricked. The

cupbearer was his son Zeus, who had given him a herb to make him
vomit violently in his sleep. Out came the stone he had swallowed followed
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by Zeus's elder brothers and sisters, who

sprang out quite unhurt. They bound their

father with chains and declared Zeus master

of the world.
Zeus cast the Titans to the outer ends of

the e.rrth and compelled Atlas, the brawniest,

to sllpport the sky upon his shoulders for

cvcr. '['he new gods made their home on

the top of lofty Mount Olympus. From his

palace high above the clouds Zeus kept an

eye on what went on below. His brow grew

very black when he discovered the Titans

befriending some creatures that were new

on earth - mortal beings called men.

Some say that Mother Earth had made

men spring from the rocks and soil. Others

say a Titan called Prometheus took potter's

clay and modelled them. Prometheus was

clever, a maker of things who taught men

MYTHS
!

skills when they were new to the world'

Mother Earth gave him an enormous basket

of gifts and told him to share them out among

all mortal creatures.'I have made them too

hastily,'she said,'and life is hard for them.'

Now Prometheus had a brother called

Epimetheus who was as foolish as Prometheus

was wise. W.hen Epimetheus saw the basket

he begged to be allowed to do the sharing.

'Certainly not' said Prometheus.'You'Il

make a mess of it.'
But Epimetheus pleaded so much that

Prometheus agreed he could start giving

away the smallgifts. Epimetheusgave a shell

to the crab, fangs to the snake,long legs to the

hare,andso on. He soon came to the end of

the smaller things. Then hegave swift wings

to the eagle and ferocity to the lion, and so

delighted them that he could not stop. When
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Prometheus

Prometheus returned the basket was empty.
'You didn't think I'd manage,' said

Epimetheus triumphantly'but I've done a

perfect job. There was just enough to go
round."What did you give to men?'asked
Prometheus sharply.

Epimetheus had to admit he had quite
forgotten about men. Prometheus was
furious, chiefly with himself for letting this
happen. Men needed a gift so he decided to
fetch them fire from heaven.

Now Zeus had a poor opinion of mankind,
whom he suspected of plotting with the
Titans. To keep men helpless, he had hidden
fire on Olympus and meant to keep it from
them.'They can eat raw meat, and shiver'he
said. Prometheus crept up to Olympus, into
the forge of Hephaestus the god of fire, and
smuggled out a glowing ember hidden in a
hollow fennel stalk. From it he lit a torch and
brought it flaming down from heaven to men.

This was the best gift he could have given
them. \fith fire they had warmth and light
and could forge tools to build houses and
rnake ploughs. But Zeus was angry and
revengeful. He called the gods to him and
said in a deceptively mild way,'Men are
lonely in the world so I have made a

companion for them - woman.'He showed
thern a lovely creature like a goddess.'I have
done my best,' he said 'Now each of you
must give her a gift and she will be perfect
- our present to mankind.'So Aphrodite,
goddess of love, gave her beauty; Hermes,
the gods'quick-silver messenger, filled her
with liveliness and cunning;the Gracesgave

and Pandrtrc,t
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Prometheus attd Panclora

her irresistible charm. Each god gave
something, and she was named Pandora,

which means'all gifts', because nothing was

omitted that could win men's hearts.

Zeus then commanded Hermes the
messenger to lead Pandora down to earth.

But at the last minute he called them back.

'This is for you' he said and he gave Pandora

a box.'But see that you never open it'he
added, and smiled secretly.

Hermes brought Pandora to Prometheus,

but he was suspicious and refused to have
anything to do with her. Soft-hearted
Epimetheus said,'I'11 look after her.'

'Don't,'Prometheus told him.'You are a

fool, Epimetheus. No good will come of
anything from Zeus.'

Epimetheus did not listen. He took
Pandora home and the two lived contentedly

for a time. Then Pandora became restless.

'I can't think why Zeusgave me that box,'

she kept saying.

'Neither can I'Epimetheus would reply
without much interest.

'He told me not to look in it.'
'Then we needn't bother about it, need

we, Pandora?'

But Pandora could not leave it at that. She

thought that Epimetheus was stupid to show
so little curiosity.'I'll take just one peep,'she

thought. She undid the clasp.

Immediately the lid flew open and a

swarm of hideous mischiefs and misfortunes

shot into the air - envy and greed and sickness

and old age,famine and war, deceit,lies, fear,

and useless pride. Pandora shrieked as the
horrid things rushed past her face and flew
into the open air, scattering far and wide
throughout the world, where they have been

tormenting people ever since.It was too late

now to close the box. There was only one
thing left in it,atiny flame that flickered as

rf at" any moment it would go out. This too
rose in the air and followed the rest. This
flame was Hope. Zeus's heart had softened
sufficiently to allow mankind this one
comfort, which has helped it to endure a

thousand ills.
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